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Figure 1. Technology and health-related statistics for developing countries (millions).*

Source: "mHealth for Development: the Opportunity of Mobile Te | nology for Healthcare in the
Developing World", 2009
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Figure 20. Global IPv6-Capable Mobile Devices Reach 4.2 Billion by 2017
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In developing countries,
mHealth could help save over
one million lives in sub- 0o
Saharan Africa.
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» We are aware of best
practices in terms of
donor reporting and
relations

* Partners will be
recognized on ITU
website and receive
audited reports

* Donors can potentially
track in real time the
impact of their funds on
end users due to the use
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http://www.norad.no/en/evaluation

Mobility United States »

Bill Gates Says that mHealth’s Time Has Come

In his column for the Project Syndicate portal, translated into Spanish and republished by Clarin.com,
the founder of Micro=oft and Co-FPresident of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation reveals his newly
optimistic outlook for the digital empowerment of users and says that it i= time that healthcare reaps the
associated benefits.

[ 04 Jan 2013 | Comments |

. | His column begins: "A decade ago, many people believed that the proliferation of
maobile devices in Africa would mean a short leap to digital empowerment. It didn't.
Digital empowerment is a long and ongoing process, and the mere existence of
cellular technology does not immediately change how poor people meet their basic
needs.”

He goes on to recognize that the situation has improved and we can begin to benefit
significantly from the proliferation of smartphones. “But now, after years of investments, digital
empowerment is underway, owing to a confluence of factors, including growing network coverage, more
capable devices, and an expanding catalogue of applications. As more people obtain access to better
and cheaper digital technology, an inflection point is eventually reached, at which the benefits of
providing digitally services like banking and health care clearly outweigh the costs. Companies are then
willing to make the investments required to build new systems, and customers are able to accept the
transition costs of adopting new behaviors.” he says.
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Media centre ITU and WHO launch mHealth initiative to combat & Share
= News noncommunicable diseases

~ News releases

2011 Plan to save lives and reduce costs agreed at [TU Telecom World 2012
Related links

2010 Joint ITUAWHO news release
2009 ITU Telecom World conference (3
2008 mHealth for tobacco control

17 OCTOBER 2012 | DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - The International

2007 Telecommunication Union (ITU) and WHO today launched a new partnership called FEEEEneiED
2006 the ‘mHealth’ Initiative to use mobile technology, in particular text messaging and
2005 apps, to help combat noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) such as diabstes,

} Statements cancer, cardiovascular diseases and chronic respiratory diseases.

» i . -
Notes for the media Noncommunicable diseases are some of the leading causes of death and disease

» Events in both developed countries and emerging economies alike. They dominate health
I Fact sheets care needs and expenditures in most developed as well as most low- and middle-
Multimedia income countries. OF the 57 million deaths globally, NCDs contribute to an

estimated 36 million deaths every year, including 14 million people dying between
the ages of 30 and 70. Using mobile telephone technology mHealth practices can
help save lives, reduce illness and disability, and reduce healthcare costs
significantly.

Contacts

Through the Initiative, ITU and WHO will provide evidence-based and operational
guidance to encourage partners worldwide, especially governments, to implement
mHealth interventions to address prevention and treatment of NCDs and their
common risk factors — tobacco use, unhealthy diet, physical inactivity and the
harmful use of alcohol.
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