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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR MEMBER APPLICATIONS

The GSMA represents the interests of the worldwide mobile communications industry. Spanning over 220 countries, the GSMA unites nearly 800 of the world's mobile operators, as well as more than 200 companies in the broader mobile ecosystem www.gsma.com
By joining the GSMA, your company will become an integral part of the world's global wireless community. Your company will play a vital role in shaping the future of the world's leading wireless technology, sharing the knowledge and expertise of some of the leading operators and pioneering organisations that are at the cutting edge of latest industry breakthroughs.

Full membership of the GSMA is open to holders of public, commercial, GSM licences that own GSM frequencies allocated by a relevant authority/regulator.

MAIN BENEFITS OF GSMA MEMBERSHIP


ACCESS TO: 
· Authentication and encryption algorithms;
· Roamfest & Hubfest meetings to liaise with other operators and discuss/establish international roaming agreements;
· The GSMA members-only website, the Infocentre (https://infocentre.gsm.org), an unrivalled database of industry contacts, knowledge and information which can be personalized to meet your needs;

· Network and roaming information, IR.21, AA.14/IOT, roaming partner listings and network services;

· Display of coverage maps GSMA’s public website Mobile World Live www.mobileworldlive.com 

· Government and Regulatory support and market intervention where required;

· 3% discount on exhibition space at the GSMA Mobile World Congress;

· 30% discount on delegate passes purchased for all GSMA events;

· Fraud training;

· E-newsletters from GSMA on a variety of topics including environmental issues, government and regulatory updates, products and services update;

· Significant GSMA member discount for the Wireless Intelligence data service, the most referenced source of mobile operator data in the world: including subscriber numbers , revenues, technologies etc., www.wirelessintelligence.com

PARTICIPATION IN:

· GSM Regional Interest Groups, which provide the opportunity to network with senior representatives from mobile operator and vendors on a regional basis and also discuss, develop and co-ordinate responses to issues of common concern within each of the various regions;
· GSMA Working Groups and Projects;
· GSMA Leadership Summit which takes place at the GSMA Mobile World Congress each year (Member CEO and invite only);
· Invitation for your ministry to attend Ministerial Delegations at GSMA events;
· Webinars on specialised topics; 
· GSMA strategic initiatives such as Mobile Money, Mobile Health, Development Fund, etc.
 

HOW TO BEGIN THE APPLICATION PROCESS TO JOIN THE GSMA

The membership application procedure is outlined further down, but to start the process, please return a fully completed application form (below) together with the following documentation:

For Network Operators:
· A copy of the mobile licence to operate a public, commercial network including all annexes in the original language;

· A copy of the frequency allocation from your regulator stating the frequency ranges in MHz (including but not limited to GSM, DCS, PCS,UMTS or its equivalent and LTE);
· If English is not the original language of the licence, please submit an official English translation of the licence and the frequency allocation which has been certified by a public notary or equivalent;

· If the licence does not specify that your company is authorized to operate a commercial GSM Family network, please provide documentation to show that your company will operate a system using GSM technology (e.g. evidence that your company have commissioned GSM equipment from a supplier). 

For Telecommunications Administrative/Regulatory bodies:

· Information concerning your powers and duties with respect to GSM matters

· Relevant extract from the law showing the responsibilities of the telecommunications Administrative/Regulatory body, particularly relating to the issue of GSM licences

The GSMA undertakes to maintain the confidentiality of any information supplied during the course of the application process. However, the applicant will permit the GSMA to disclose or make available confidential information where this is necessary/appropriate in the context of the application or thereafter.

We look forward to receiving an application from your company. Please direct completed application forms and all membership enquiries to membership@gsm.org
FULL MEMBER VOTE ALLOCATION AND COST CONTRIBUTION

On joining the GSMA each Member is allocated a number of votes which enable the Member to participate in the decision making process of the Association.  The number of votes allocated to a company is based on wireless revenue and subscriber volumes. A Member will belong to a tier if their wireless revenue or subscriber volumes reach the lower threshold. In a case where a Member’s wireless revenue and wireless subscribers would place the Member in different tiers, the Member shall be assigned to the higher of the two tiers, i.e. the tier with the lower tier number and the higher amount of dues.
Dues are based on £875 per vote. The cost of membership therefore depends on how many votes a company is allocated.

With respect to Telecommunications Administrative/Regulatory bodies, they will be classified as Tier 7 Members with 10 votes each.

For applicants, the annual fee is pro-rated from the date your application is approved for membership.  A one-off joining fee of 50% of the annual contribution also applies when you first join the GSMA.

	
	Annual Wireless Revenue
	Wireless Subscribers
	Number of Votes

	Tier 0
	Greater than $25 billion 
	Greater than 200 million
	500

	Tier 1
	Greater than $15 billion but less than $25 billion
	Greater than 125 million but less than 200 million
	230

	Tier 2
	Greater than $10 billion but less than $15 billion
	Greater than 75 million but less than 125 million
	155

	Tier 3
	Greater than $6 billion but less than $10 billion
	Greater than 35 million but less than 75 million
	95

	Tier 4
	Greater than $4 billion but less than $6 billion
	Greater than 15 million but less than 35 million
	60

	Tier 5
	Greater than $2 billion but less than $4 billion
	Greater than 5 million but less than 15 million
	30

	Tier 6
	Greater than $1 billion but less than $2  billion
	Greater than 1 million but less than 5 million
	15

	Tier 7
	Less than $1 billion
	Less than 1 million 
	10




	
	MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURE

	STEP 1: Application

Send the following to membership@gsm.org
· A completed application form

· Documentation to support your application as previously outlined



	STEP 2: Legal Documents
You will be sent further documentation to be reviewed, completed and/or signed by an authorized representative of your company.  Full instructions will be provided.  These documents will include a copy of the GSMA Articles of Association, the GSMA Regulations, a Signature Sheet, a Settlement of Disputes Sheet and various Permanent Reference Documents (PRDs) relating to the use of the GSMA logo and trademark.



	STEP 3: Approval

Your application is reviewed by the GSMA and, when eligibility for Membership is ascertained, approval will be granted.


	STEP 4: Contribution
Upon completion of steps 1 – 3, your vote allocation will be calculated and an invoice will be sent via email for your company’s cost contribution to join the GSMA.  The GSMA’s financial year runs from 1st April to 31st March.



	STEP 5: Full Membership Granted

Full Membership is granted when payment is received.



	NOTE: Appeal Process

Should your application for membership be rejected by the GSMA, you will be notified in writing of the reason(s) for rejection.  From the time of such notification, you have one month in which to appeal the decision.  The GSMA must be informed of the appeal in writing and the grounds for the appeal must be given.   The GSMA will rule on any such appeal promptly. 



TIME FRAME: All applications are dealt with as quickly as possible


	


1) Contact Details

	Company Name (i.e. the name of the licence holder): 



	Alternative Trading Name (if different):


	Company Postal Address:


	Web Address:



	Main Contact: – This person will be listed on the Infocentre as the main contact for the above organisation. 

	Title (Ms./Mr./etc.):
	Last Name:
	First Name:

	Job Title: 


	Postal Address (if different to company address):


	Telephone: 

	Mobile: 
	Fax: 

	Email address: 



	How did you find out about membership of the GSMA?



	Please state your company’s principal reason(s) for wanting to join the GSMA and also your company’s main areas of interest within the GSM industry:




2) Statistical Information

	1. Nature of Business (please tick): Regulator________  Operator________ Both ___________

If operator please state:

      Country of network operation:___________________________________________

GSM Frequency (e.g. GSM 850, 900/1800, etc.): _____________________________

Proposed or existing network name:______________________________________

      Best estimate of commercial network launch date (month/year):_______________

	2. Please state if migrating to GSM from another technology                       YES____         NO____

If yes, please state:

a) Which technology you are migrating from:

b) Why your are migrating to GSM:



	3. Annual Wireless Revenue in US$: _________
By Wireless Revenue GSMA understands service revenues which are revenues generated from the use of the wireless network (i.e. excluding handset/equipment revenue and connection fees). Service revenue commonly includes voice, data and messaging and includes the traffic generated by the operator’s subscribers and the traffic generated by the other operators.


	4. Number of Wireless Subscribers: __________
Wireless Subscribers is equal to number of connections available from Wireless Intelligence. By their definition, it is a number of SIMs or where SIMs do not exist, a unique mobile telephone number, which has access to the network for any purpose (including data only usage) except telemetric applications. Number of connections is broken down to prepaid, contract and wholesale.

	5. Parent Company (if any) and percentage of ownership __________________________________

	6. Number of Public Land Mobile Networks (PLMNs) in the Licensed Service Area (LSA) including your proposed network: _____

	7. For each PLMN described in no. 6 above, please name the operator and describe their network (e.g. NMT, TAC, etc.):
(If there is insufficient space above or if there are additional PLMNs, please continue on a separate sheet)
	A

	
	B

	
	C

	
	D

	
	E

	
	F

	8. Please provide the following information concerning your Licensing Administrative Body (LAB):

	Postal Address: 


	Telephone No:

Fax:

Email:

Website:
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