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L . GSMA
Forecast - Technologies in Africa
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Forecast - Data Usage GB/month/user
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Urban-Rural Gap SSMA

ol

In LMICs, rural users are 18% of rural consumers report
still 25% less likely to use Inconsistent coverage and
mobile internet, compared slow speeds as the main

to urban populations barrier to more intense use

Source : GSMA Intelligence
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Urban-Rural Coverage Gap SSMA

Low- and middle-income countries
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Urban-Rural Quality Gap

Download Speed (Mbps)

Source: GSMA Intelligence
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GSMA

How can
spectrum
policies help
empowering
Africa?
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The Role of Low-bands
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The Role of Low-bands for Coverage SSMA

Additional 50 MHz of spectrum in bands below 1 GHz are linked to:

11 pp
/ pp

5G coverage

4G coverage

Source : GSMA Intelligence and Ookla

© GSMA 2025 SPECTRUM for the benefit of billions



The Role of Low-bands for Speeds SSMA
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Affordable Spectrum Supports Investments SSMA

Revenue generated per MHz

decreased by 60% (USD)
In the past decade,

operators increased their 0.16
spectrum holdings by 80% o014
Bringing 4G and 5G

networks to consumers 0.12

O.1

. 0.08
In the same period,

h/j revenue per connection 0.06
ﬂ has declined by 40% 0.04
Changes the reality of the
economics of spectrum 0-02

O
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Affordable Spectrum Supports Investments

and cumulative prices went up by x%, as a ratio of revenues
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A 10pp lower spectrum cost positively impacts: S=SMA
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To connect
all, spectrum

should be
maage
available
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