

GSM Association	Non-Confidential
[image: ]
Liaison Statement

	Liaison Statement Title:
	LS from GSMA  Operator Platform Group for edge computing definition and integration.

	Security Classification:
	Non-Confidential



	Source Meeting Information

	Meeting Number
	Meeting Date
	Meeting Location

	Future Networks Programme – Operator platform group meeting #xx
	TBC
	Conference call



	Document Details

	Document Number:
	Creation Date:
	Document Author:

	GSMA Future Networks Programme – Operator Platform PRD
	
	GSMA Future Networks Programme – Operator Platform Group

	Originating GSMA Source:
	Deadline for response:
	Liaison Statement Contact

	
	-
	GSMALiaisons@gsma.com



	Action Required by Recipient

	Internal Recipients:
	

	External Recipients:
	TO: ETSI ISG MEC, 3GPP SA2 SA6
CC: ETSI ISG NFV, 3GPP SA5





1 [bookmark: _Toc74460299][bookmark: _Toc330993687][bookmark: _Toc327548204][bookmark: _Toc327548004][bookmark: _Toc330993688][bookmark: _Toc327548205][bookmark: _Toc327548005]Introduction
The GSMA, one of the Market Representation Partners of 3GPP and participant of ETSI MEC, has launched a project, Operator Platform, to define a platform to expose and monetize network and services capabilities such as edge computing, network slicing or IP COMs. The first focus set for this activity is to define architectural requirements and concept for Telco Edge Cloud. After having issued a white paper to outline a common concept agreed among operators,  Operator Platform Group has been created to define architectural capabilities required to achieve the agreed objective and identify the actions to be taken by the industry to ensure a full standardisation and development of the operator platform.
2 Discussion
The attached whitepaper [3] intention is aiming all the Industry, including operators, vendors, OEMs and service providers, to define a common solution for network and services capability exposure. As a first phase, GSMA is drafting a PRD (Permanent Reference Document) that will provide an end-to-end (E2E) definition of the Operator Platform for edge computing support allowing the GSMA to ensure delivery of this E2E vision across the Industry and the different SDOs.
The architecture scope under definition in the PRD is shown below
Architecture complete with interfaces of charging 	Comment by JORGE GARCIA HOSPITAL: TBC
The main objective of the GSMA is to ensure a full detailed definition of these interfaces within the industry in order to meet the operator platform expectation.
As part of the current PRD work GSMA came to an agreement on the interface mapping as described below

· UNI: Device communication interface needs to be part of the 3GPP architecture, and related to how devices connect to the network.
· SBI-NR: Relationship from the edge platform to the core network, as defined by 3GPP. 
· SBI-CHF: Currently only standardized for charging engine/function/system on 3GPP, and related interfaces to connect to other elements. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk66374360]SBI-CR: Although it shall remain open to multiple architectures (as indicated in section 3.5.2.1.2 of [3]) and considering the current industry solutions, the ETSI ISG NFV architecture is used as a reference for cloudlet functionality, because of its current alignment with 3GPP, but also because of its similarity of Edge Computing and Network Function Virtualisation.
· EWBI: Already in scope of ETSI ISG MEC with a close relationship with applications deployment and developers. 3GPP SA6 provides some details on this aspect but will need to provide the network related detailed use cases, such as roaming.
· NBI: No single SDO covers a complete interface NBI as required by OPG to handle the application provider relationship. Since this is an area in which application developers and OSCs are very active, we propose a parallel task to align them with the selected SDOs and provide convergence. ETSI ISG MEC and 3GPP both handle the application side interactions required to host NBI and shall align the capabilities exposure. OPG proposes ETSI ISG MEC to host the NBI standard.


3 Actions
Based on the above mapping the GSMA wishes to start a multi-party discussion with ETSI and 3GPP in order to:
· Ensure standard development of the defined interfaces and avoid duplication of works or divergences between SDOs
· Ensure that there is only one reference definition per interfaces in the industry
· Build the governance and collaboration model between GSMA, 3GPP, ETSI to guarantee E2E delivery of the Operator Platform standardisation.
The 3GPP/ETSI groups are then invited to confirm their interest in ensuring their alignment in developing the Operator Platform concept in their respective SDOs.
In case of positive answer, GSMA is willing to organise a workshop in order to close the collaboration model and define next steps.
Next Meetings
・TBD
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