
Mauritius will lead in 5G 
growth in Africa, with its share 
of 5G connections rising by 
35 pp during 2026–2030.

5G as a share of total connections

The Mobile Economy
Africa

The usage gap is Africaʼs main 
connectivity challenge. With 63% of the 
population covered but not connected 
(versus 9% without coverage), the key 
task has shifted from building networks 
to bringing people online.
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5G penetration in Africa will 
reach 21% by 2030, driven 
by accelerating rollouts in 
leading markets and 
supported by the expansion 
of 4G as the backbone of 
mobile internet.
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Global 57% 5.5bn

MENA 40% 348m

Africa 21% 383m
Reunion 48% 0.6m

South Africa 42% 65m
Mauritius 44% 1m
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Revenues
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2025 $60.5bn
$90.3bn
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GSMA Open Gateway APIs
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Europe 82% 652m

Latin America 50% 405m


