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2002 |Australia is  the first nation to establish RPAS regulation

2016 |Introduction of excluded category for sub 2kg RPAS

2017 |Dedicated RPAS branch established by CASA

2019 |Launched the world’s first commercial drone delivery service

2020

2021

|RPAS Platform established, Drone Registration & Operator Accreditation launched

|Automated airspace authorisations trial 

Timeline  of  R P A S &  A A M milestones  in Austral ia
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The rate of drone ownership in America, covering all 
types of uses, is approximately 8 per cent. A 
conservative estimate of 5 per cent of Australians 
owning a drone, would see over 1.2 million drones 
operating in Australia 1

Sources:  (1) Emerging Aviat ion Technologies NATIONAL AVIATION POLICY ISSUES PAPER - Emerging Aviation Technologies (infrastructure.gov.au) (2) RPAS EAP data as at 01 Jul 20, Hall and Partners 

2019, DoITRDC Bitre 2019, CASA Annual Reports

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/aviation/technology/index.aspx
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Industry Projections

Source: Emerging Aviat ion Technologies NATIONAL AVIATION POLICY ISSUES PAPER - Emerging Aviation Technologies (infrastructure.gov.au) | Economic Benefit Analysis of Drones in Australia Deloitte 
Access Economics, 23 October 2020

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/aviation/technology/index.aspx
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The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Communications.

Policy Development: Establish and oversee the direction of 
Australian aviation in line with macro governmental economic and 
societal objectives

Civil Aviation Safety Authority

Regulation implementation and oversight: Ensuring an 
effective safety regulation framework and providing regulatory 
oversight whilst enabling flexibility in innovation

Airservices Australia

Provide air navigation services: Air navigation, aviation rescue 
and fire fighting services

Australian government framework
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National Emerging Aviation Technologies Policy 

Statement (May 2021)

14 Key initiatives

1. Drone Rule Management System 

2. Develop a coordinated approach to 

enforcement 

3. National Drone Detection Network 

4. Infrastructure Planning framework 

5. UTM Action Plan 

6. Flight Information Management System 

7. Aviation Safety Regulatory Road Map 

8. Australia’s Future Airspace Framework 

9. Noise framework 

10. Privacy guidance 

11. Security measures 

12. Emerging Aviation Technology Partnerships 

Program 

13. Best-practice procurement 

14. Drone Information Hub 

Source: National  Emerging Aviat ion Technologies Pol icy Statement – DOITRDC - https://www. infrastructure.gov.au/aviat ion/technology/f i les /national-emerging -aviation-technologies-pol icy-
statement.pdf   


